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1981/82 SEED EXPORTS TOTAL $290 MILLION 
SUMMARY 


Exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled $290.0 million for the July 
1981-June 1982 marketing year, 2 percent below the previous year. Exports 
of all types of seeds increased except forage and vegetable seeds, which 
lagged below a year earlier. June 1982 exports of $15 million equaled those 
of a year ago. Forage, corn and sorghum seeds all moved well during June. 
High interest rates, the strength of the U.S. dollar and political unrest 
were all factors affecting export movements during this year. 


Forage seed exports of $63.0 million were 19 percent below a year ago. 
Declines were experienced in major European markets as well as Mexico. 
Shipments to South Africa and Egypt were up 146 percent and 432 percent, 
respectively, and totaled $3.0 million and $0.9 million. Alfalfa seed 
exports dropped sharply to $18.1 million, 32 percent below a year ago. 
Clover seed moved well at $6.0 million, up 24 percent above a year earlier. 
Perennial ryegrass seed exports dropped 45 percent to $1.9 million for the 
1981/82 year. 


Vegetable seed exports declined 4 percent from a year earlier to $98.7 
million but made up 34 percent of total seed exports. Cumcumber, lettuce, 
pea, pepper, radish, sweet corn and tomato seed exports all increased during 
the year. Exports of bean, beet, cantaloupe, carrot, onion, spinach and 
watermelon seeds declined from a year earlier. Largest individual markets 
for U.S. vegetable seeds were Japan, Mexico and Canada with $11.8 million, 
$11.3 million and $11.0 million, respectively. Asia was the region with the 
largest increase, reaching $24.9 million, up 11 percent over a year 

earlier. Japan accounted for the larger share with imports increasing 22 
percent above 1980-81. 


Flower seed exports did very well during the past year, increasing 12 
percent to $4.9 million. Major markets included Western Europe, Canada, 
Mexico and Australia. 


Corn seed exports totaled $53.8 million for 1981/82, 29 percent above a year 
earlier and almost one-fifth of total U.S. seed exports. Italy and France, 
as well as other European markets, were especially active. Mexico, Canada 
and Chile were major markets in the Western Hemisphere. Japan continued as 
a good market with a total of $5.2 million, up 26 percent for the year. 


Sorghum seed exports continued at a good level during the past year at $28.0 
million, up 1 percent. Mexico continued as the number one sorghum seed 
market with shipments totaling $13.8 million, up 31 percent for the year. 
Venezuela was the other major market for U.S. sorghum seed with $5.1 million 
shipped last year, although shipments were 17 percent below a year earlier. 


Soybean seed shipments increased 71 percent, totaling $23.5 million for the 
July 1981-June 1982 marketing year. Mexico was the primary destination with 
shipments totaling $19.8 million or 84 percent of total soybean seed 

exports. Japan and France were also important markets with shipments 
totaling $1.3 million and $1.0 million, respectively, for the marketing year. 


Over half of all U.S. seed exports, $149.2 million, were shipped to the top 
four markets, Mexico, Canada, Japan and Italy, during the past year. Mexico 
continued as the number one market. Shipments to Mexico during the 1981/82 


marketing year increased 33 percent to $60.8 million, 21 percent of Suda entra any 
U.S. seed exports. Shipments to Mexico during the marketing year inclu BACNAL AGRICULTURAL LiBRAR 


forage seeds, $7.6 million; vegetable seeds, $11.3 million; seed corn, $4.0 
million; sorghum seed $13.8 million; and soybean seed, $19.8 million. 

JUN 2 9 19983 
Shipments to Canada, the number two market for U.S. seeds, totaled $31.6 
million, an 8-percent decline from a year ago. Forage seed exports to EXCHANGE UNIT 
Canada declined to $11.0 million, a 17-percent drop. Seed corn shipments*cQuisitions section 


slowed to $5.3 million. Vegetable seeds, the other major seed type exported 
to Canada, increased 3 percent to $11.0 million. 


Exports to Japan, the third largest market, totaled $30.0 million for the 
past year, a 4 percent decline from a year earlier. Vegetable seeds led 
exports to Japan with $11.8 million, followed by forage, corn, sorghum and 
soybean seeds with exports of $8.9 million, $5.2 million, $1.7 million and 
$1.3 million, respectively. 


Shipments to Italy, the fourth largest market for U.S. seeds last year, 
increased 15 percent to $26.8 million. Seed corn was the largest item 
shipped to Italy, totaling $16.6 million, an increase of 77 percent over a 
year ago., Sorghum seed also moved well, while declines were experienced in 
exports of forage and vegetable seeds. 


The French market for U.S. seeds was also active last year, increasing 35 
percent to $14.6 million. The Republic of South Africa and Egypt were also 
good markets with exports reaching $5.5 million and $5.2 million, 
respectively. Shipments of U.S. seeds to Saudi Arabia totaled $5.3 million, 
an 82 percent increase over a year earlier. 


TRADE ALERT 


Spain: Quotations for softwood tree seeds and ornamental plant seeds are 
requested. Quantity and quality needed is not specified. Bank reference: 
Caja de Ahorros de Alicante y Murcia (Novelda Main office). Contact: Luis 
Gran-Martinez, "GRAN", Guzman el Bueno, 7, Novelda, Alicante. Telephone: 
(965) 22 46 81. 


Ecuador: One kilogram bag Kudzu (Pueraria thumbergiana) seed wanted for 
cattle pasture trial on farm in highlands. Additional purchase will depend 
on trial results. Quote FOB Referential and C&F Quito via Air. Bank 
references: Banco del Pichincha, Avenida 10 de Agosto y Bogota, Quito, 
Ecuador, Telephone 523-777; Banco Continental, Colon y J.L. Mera, Quito 
Ecuador. Telephone 551-666. Contact: Roberto Bonifaz, 181 Abraham 
Lincoln, Quito, Ecuador. Telephone 232-925. 


Brazil: 200 to 300 kilograms popcorn seed wanted for production in tropical 
Climate. Quotations requested FOB Sao Paulo with packaging recommended by 
exporter and to be shipped ASAP. Bank reference: Banco do Brazil, 18100 
Sorocaba SP. Contact: Henri Feldon, Fazenda Sao Pedro, Ruada Consolacao 
3317 Andar 01301, Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil. Telex 017 21 489. Telephone: 
258-1 385/256-8932. 


Italy: Certified seed corn, sorghum, soybean and sugar beet seeds in U.S. 
retail packaging with possible Italian labeling wanted. The quantity will 
be negotiated on a long-term agreement. The best quality is desired for 
1982 and early 1983 delivery. Bank references: Credeto Italiano, Ancona. 
Contact: Guido Strani, F. Angelini, ACRAF, 70 via Aurelia, 001817 Roma, 
Italy. Telex: 611427. Telephone: 79331 (Rome). 
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